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justly held to corroborate the conclusion that Acts and Galatians imply a 
North-Galatian destination for the epistle. Neither the internal evidence 
of Galatians nor the geographical data of Acts warrants any reasonable 
suspicion of this interpretation. 

The monograph goes into a considerable amount of accessory details, 
on which it is not always possible to follow Dr. Steinmann. But his main 
conclusions seem proved, and the merit of the essay lies not so much in 
their novelty as in the freshness and thoroughness with which the evidence 
for them is presented. The proofs already adduced by Sieffert and Zockler 
are here restated in the light of recent investigation. It is a sound and timely 
piece of work, for which all interested in the problem will be heartily 
grateful. James Moffatt 

Brotjghty Ferry 
Scotland 



A PRACTICAL COMMENTARY EMBODYING RECENT 
CRITICISM 

What are the conclusions of the most recent criticism, and how can they 
be used by the modern preacher and pastor? In particular, how shall 
the results of the last two decades' intensive study of philology, archaeology, 
and comparative religion, enriched by the new finds of inscriptions and 
papyri, the new editions of Hellenistic writers, and the recent detailed 
investigations of Jewish and early Christian theology, be summarized in a 
commentary on the New Testament, and then be made practically available 
for the confirmation-class and the pulpit? To answer these questions 
is the rather ambitious purpose of Lietzmann and his associates in their 
new commentary on the New Testament. 1 

As far as the external form is concerned, there is to be first an introduc- 
tory volume containing a grammar of New Testament Greek by Rader- 
macher, and discussions of early Christian literary forms and Graeco- 
Roman culture, by Wendland; then three volumes of commentary proper, 
consisting of a German paraphrase, brief grammatical and critical notes 
on the original, with frequent scholarly excursus on the separate historical 

1 Handbuch zum Neuen Testament. In Verbindung mit H. Gressmann, E. 
Klostermann, F. Niebergall, L. Radermacher, und P. Wendland, herausgegeben von 
Hans Lietzmann. Fiinf Bande: i, 2, 5~7th Lieferungen; viz., Romer- und I Korinth- 
erbrief von Hans Lietzmann; Markus Evangelium von E. Klostermann unter Mit- 
wirkung von Gressmann erklart. Und eine praktische Auslegung zum Romerbrief 
und Markus Evangelium von Niebergall. Tubingen: Mohr, 1906-1007. (Price of 
entire work about M. 33 .00). 
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and biblio-theological problems raised; appendices containing extra- 
canonical texts, not easy of access, and a discussion of the introductory 
problems at the close of each volume. Then there is a final volume con- 
taining the practical exposition, with a general introduction on purpose 
and method. 

Enough of the work has appeared to afford a fairly intelligent estimate 
of the character and success of the attempt. Romans and I Corinthians 
by the editor are excellent examples of brief, clear, and scholarly exposition. 
They have the further advantage of presenting, in wonderful fulness, the 
parallels contained in the inscriptions, papyri, etc., as well as in contempo- 
rary authors, Jewish, Christian, and profane. In fact, this excellence is 
not possessed to the same degree by any other commentary on the New 
Testament. A real treasury of new, illustrative material is thus afforded, 
which is always suggestive and often illuminating. The commentary, 
however, shares the faults of its virtues. It is often too brief and positive. 
Results are stated as obvious and certain where many scholars would con- 
sider a more extended investigation necessary. One feels also the cold 
analysis and detachment of the scholar, for whom Paul's thought has little 
real interest beyond that of the historian and literary critic. Sanday's 
great commentary on Romans is a sufficient demonstration that a personal 
religious interest, and a scholarly method are not mutually exclusive. 

The Gospel of Mark, interpreted by Klostermann (assisted by Gress- 
mann) is somewhat less suggestive. The parallels from the papyri and 
inscriptions are far less numerous, and their absence is hardly compensated 
for by the increase in the comparisons with contemporary Judaism and 
apocalyptic literature, which, of course, the subject permits. Among the 
most valuable features here are the frequent excursus which present briefly 
the conclusions of recent gospel criticism. The attitude shown is often 
less positive and dogmatic than Lietzmann's and doubtful questions are 
handled with more reserve, but the general standpoint is that of a thorough- 
going naturalism, and the impossibility of the miraculous is assumed as a 
critical axiom (cf. on the "empty grave," pp. 144 f.). 

The standpoint of the practical exposition by Niebergall is that of a 
member of the Ritschlian school, who seems to have been most influenced 
in his dogmatic attitude by Wilhelm Herrmann. The exposition contains 
much that is suggestive and helpful, and will doubtless prove of value 
especially to the preacher who is grappling with the problem of a practical 
interpretion of Christianity from the liberal point of view. One may best 
learn Niebergall's method, perhaps, by taking as an example his treatment 
of the resurrection (Mark, chap. 16). The underlying truth of the ac- 
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count is set forth as the fact of the exaltation of Jesus, once for all, above 
the limitations of his race and time, into a life of permanent activity, as the 
guide and helper of every individual and every age. The biblical accounts 
of the virgin birth and the resurrection were but the attempts of the early 
church to give expression to their faith that "God was in Christ;" but it is 
dangerous to stimulate faith by connecting its content, essentially, with a 
Weltanschauung that may be superseded. It must be the task of the 
preacher, therefore, to show that this connection is unnecessary, and to 
elevate the whole thought from this unworthy sphere of the naturalistic- 
religious to that of the purely spiritual. He must train himself and his 
hearers not to measure the lessons read from the altar with a dogmatic 
yard-stick, but rather to understand them with a poetic as well as a religious 
mind. The Easter sermon should either positively elucidate the underly- 
ing thought, or pass immediately to the practical application. A cold 
criticism destroys the Easter spirit quite as much as would a pointless 
apologetic. In the teaching of the children one should enter into the 
story with a joyful naivete". To older pupils (those in the Gymnasium, etc.) 
one owes the fullest clearness. Those who are to be the teachers and 
leaders of the nation should be made familiar with the entire critical position. 

To those who have no more concrete and positive message to bring to 
their people on Easter morning, these suggestions of Niebergall's may 
prove helpful. 

Samuel Dickey 

McCokmick Theological Seminary 
Chicago, III. 



LEIPOLDT'S SECOND VOLUME ON THE NEW TESTAMENT 

CANON 

True to his promise in the first volume of his work (reviewed in Vol. 
XH, p. 275, of this Journal), Professor Leipoldt has given us his con- 
cluding volume "within a twelvemonth." 1 The work consists of two 
distinct parts, namely the canon in the Catholic church (pp. 1-60), and the 
canon of the Protestant church, notably the Lutheran church (pp. 60-181). 
The same pleasing traits of style and scholarship, the same saneness of 
judgment and balance of evidence that characterized the first volume, 
appear again here. Also the same fault of overloading of material and a 
rather incomprehensible fondness for writing as Zusatze in fine type para- 
graphs which should be in the normal text. In our judgment, the footnotes 

1 Geschichte des neutesiamenilichen Kanons. Zweiter Teil: "Mittelalter und 
Neuzeit." Von Johannes Leipoldt, Ph.D. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1908. 181 pages. 
M. 2.40. 



